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Private Pilot Flight Training
Informational Guide

Your Guide to Becoming a Private Pilot



Eligibility, Training Requirements, &
Estimated Training Costs

Private Pilot Eligibility

Be at least 17 years of age.
Be able to read, write, and speak the English language.
Be able to obtain a 3rd class medical certificate.
Pass the Private Pilot written exam.
Pass the Private Pilot Practical Test flight check in the 
airplane with an FAA Examiner or DPE.

Minimum Training Times

40 hours of total flight time consisting of:
 20 hours of dual flight training (with an instructor)
 10 hours of solo flight time
 The remaining 10 hours can be dual or solo 

25-35 hours of Private Pilot Ground School
 Topics include everything from FAA Regulations,
 aerodynamics, aircraft systems, aviation weather,
 cross-country flight planning, etc. 

 
Please note: The above times are minimums per the Federal Aviation 
Regulations. The average flight times required to earn a Private Pilot 
Certificate are usually between 50 to 60 hours, varying for each 
individual.

Estimated Costs

Aircraft: 40 hours @ $175/hour: $7,000
Instruction: 20 hours of flight instruction @ $75/hour: $1,500
                       35 hours of ground instruction @ $75/hour: $2,625
Aviation Medical Exam: $225
Private Pilot Written Exam: $175
Practical Test/Examiner Fee: $475
Private Pilot Kit: $150
Online Ground School: $180

Approximate Total Cost: $12,330

 

*Prices represent minimum flight times and typical industry prices for all 
other supplies and services. Prices are subject to change and can vary by 
location.
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How do I Begin Flight Training?

Provide Proof of U.S. Citizenship1

US Citizens: Need only proof of citizenship 
(Driver License & Social Security Card or Birth Certificate, or Birth Certificate, or an unexpired US 
Passport)

Non-Citizens: Visit https://www.flightschoolcandidates.gov 
(Requires background check, fingerprinting, and $130 fee)

Schedule Your Aviation Medical Examination2

Because the FAA requires Pilots to hold at least a 3rd Class Aviation Medical Certificate, you will need to 
schedule this physical examination with an Aviation Medical Examiner (AME).

First, fill out your medical application:

Next, schedule your exam with the nearest FAA Certified Aviation Medical Examiner:

       Watford City: McKenzie County Clinic (701) 842-3771
       Minot: Trinity Occupational Health (701) 857-7840
       Plentywood: Plentywood Clinic (406) 765-1501
       Or, find an AME in your area: Visit http://www.faa.gov/pilots/amelocator/

Apply For Your Student Pilot Certificate3

You will use a program called IACRA to apply for your student pilot certificate, under the supervision 
and assistance from a Certified Flight Instructor. Students must receive their Student Pilot Certificate 
and Medical Certificate before they begin training. Once you have those, you’re ready to begin!

Go to FAA MedXPress: https://medxpress.faa.gov/
Click “Request Account”, fill in the information, and log into the site
Click on Form 8500
Click on Application for Airmen Medical
Click on 3rd Class
Fill out the remainder of the sheet and submit
Save your confirmation number and present this number to your Aviation Medical Examiner during your 
physical exam, as they will need this number to perform the exam and issue you a Medical Certificate.
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Recommended Additional Training & Flight Supplies:

Required Flight Training Materials

How to Set Yourself Up For Success

Private Pilot Kit Online Ground School

Billings Sectional Chart & other various aeronautical maps for flight planning
Chart Supplement/Airport Facility Directory (AFD)
Kneeboard
Aircraft POH (Cessna 172 S/SP) Non G1000 (We will supply)
Notepad, pens, pencils
Aviation headset
Foreflight subscription
* Electronic copies of these items can be downloaded for free with a Foreflight subscription

*
*

*

Flight training is challenging but the rewards are well worth it! Expect to be frustrated at times. Just 
know we are here to assist you the whole way. Here are some tips that will help you make your flight 
training experience easy and enjoyable.

Allocate enough study and preparation time for each lesson. 
Arrive for each lesson on-time and with the assigned reading and self-study tasks completed.
Try to complete 2 or 3 lessons per week if possible. This will help you retain the knowledge and 
skills of prior lessons, save money in the long run, and earn your Private Pilot Certificate quicker.
Lesson progress depends on you. Students must meet completion standards before continuing on 
to the next lesson. It’s not uncommon to repeat lessons. This is perfectly okay and should be 
expected throughout your flight training.
Ask questions when you don’t understand something. We are here to help you!
If you’re unable to make the scheduled lesson, it’s the student’s responsibility to inform the 
instructor they will not be able to make the lesson. If the instructor is not notified before the lesson 
starts, a “No Show” fee may be applicable.
Most importantly, have fun with your flight training! It is one of the most rewarding investments 
you will ever make.

Includes nearly all the books and training 
materials required for your Private Pilot training, 

sold in our Pilot Shop.

Learn at your own pace with videos, 
presentations and modules. All the knowledge 

you need to become a Private Pilot.
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